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capital to gradual decline. The strong navy built under Peter I,
lying idle in the harbours, fell into decay through disrepair and
neglect.

The Privy Councillors. After the death of Peter II supreme
power was temporarily assumed by the Privy Council, which was now
controlled by the old nobility (of the eight Council members" six
belonged to two princely families, the Golit<=yns and the Dolgor.ukis).
Prinoe D. M. Golitsyn. a big landowner, played an outstanding role
in the Council. He was in favour of a type of state system which pre-
vailed in European countries where power was wielded by the landed
aristocracy (England. Sweden). Golitsyn wanted to introduce this
system into Russia. At his suggestion the Privy Councillors offered
the imperial throne to Peter I's niece, Anna Ivanovna (daughter of
Tsar Ivan Alexeyevich. Peter J*s brother). Anna had been married by
Peter I to the Duke of Courland and had continued to live in Mittau
after the duke's death. The Councillors diew up the conditions of
accession, under which Anna was to make no decision on important
state matters without the consent of the Supreme Privy Council,
Actually all power was to be transferred to the Supreme Privy Council,
i.e.,f to a small group of large landowners. The empress was not to
declare war,, conclude peace, or expend state funds without the con-
sent of the Sup/erne Privy Council. The Council also was to have direct
control over the guards. Anna, desiring to become empress of Russia,
accepted the conditions and wrote: "I promise to adhere unreservedly
to everything/3

The Councillors' plan to limit the power of the empress in their
own favour aroused great indignation among the nobility, many of
whom believed that an autocracy would be tc their greater advantage.
When Anna arrived in Moscow the nobles came to the palace and pre-
sented a complaint against the Councillors. The officers of the guards
promised Anna their support, upon which she ordered the conditions
she had signed brought to her and tore them up on the spot. The attempt
of the Councillors to transfer power to the hands of the big landed
aristocracy ended in complete failure. With the support of the Guards
Anna became autocratic ruler of Russia.

Anna Ivanovna (1730-1740). The new empress was not lacking
in gratitude to the nobles for their part in the covp d'&at of 1730*
Military service was made easier for them. A Cadet Corps for Nobles
was founded. Upon graduation from the corps the sons of the
nobles were at once commissioned as officers. The term of obligatory
seivice for noblemen was reduced to twenty-five years. Once she had
become an autocratic empress Anna Ivanovna quickly abolished the
hostile Privy Council whose former members were severely dealt with.
. Emtw^ss Anna occupied herself but little with state affairs. She was
much addicted to amusements and pleasure, on which she spent huge